io December
in giving effect to the Instrument which I have executed, and
that all necessary steps should be taken immediately to secure
that my lawful successor, my brother, His Royal Highness the
Duke of York, should ascend the Throne.
"edward R.I."
When this message had been read, Mr. Baldwin rose. He
said:
"I beg to move: That His Majesty's most gracious message
be now considered.
"No more grave message has ever been received by Parlia-
ment, and no more difficult—I may almost say repugnant—
task has ever been imposed upon a Minister. I would ask the
House, which I know will not be without sympathy for one in
my position to-day, to remember that in this last week I have
had but little time in which to compose a speech for delivery
to-day, so I must tell what I have to tell truthfully, sincerely,
and plainly, with no attempt to dress up or to adorn.
"I shall have little or nothing to say in the way of comment
or criticism or of praise or of blame. I think my best course to-
day, and the one that the House would desire, is to tell them so
far as I can what has passed between His Majesty and myself,
and what led up to the present situation. I should like to say at
the start that His Majesty as Prince of Wales has honoured me
for many years with a friendship which I value, and I know
that he would agree with me in saying to you that it was not only
a friendship, but, between man and man, a friendship of
affection. I would like to tell the House when I begin that
when we said £good-byej on Tuesday night at Fort Belvedere
we both knew and felt and said to each other that that friend-
ship, so far from being impaired by the discussions of this
last week, bound us more closely together than ever, and
would last for life.
Mr. Baldwin then went on to give an account of his various
conversations with the King. When he came back from his
holiday in October two things disquieted him. A vast volume of
correspondence was corning into his office, all expressing un-
easiness at what was then appearing in the American Press. He
was aware also that in the near future a divorce case was coming
on which might result in a difficult situation. He felt it essential
that someone should warn the King of what might arise if this
kind of gossip and criticism continued and spread from the
other side of the Atlantic to this country. He first saw the King
on October 20, when he told His Majesty that he had two great
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